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SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: HASSAN'S INTRANSIGENCE ALLEGEDLY 
BLOCKS SETTLEMENT 

REF: MADRID 7536 

1 . SUMMARY: DIRGEN FOR SUHARA IN PRESIDENCY (A RESPECTED 
MILITARY OPPICER) TOLD EMBOPP THAT DIPLOMATIC PROGRESS ON 
SETTLEMENT OP SAHARAIISSUE HAD REACHED IMPASSE OWING TO 
KING HASSAN'S PIXATION WITH GOING AHEAD WITH THE GREEN MARCH. 
UNLESS STOPPED (HE SUGGESTED ACTIVE U.S. PRESSURE ON THE 
KING) DIRGEN PEARS BLOODSHED WILL ENSUE WITH SPAIN ENDING 

UP AS UNWILLING ALLY OP ALGERIA IN A WIDER MILITARY CONFRON- 
TATION WITH MOROCCO. END SUMMARY 

2. DIRGEN POR PROMOTION OF SAHARA IN PRESIDENCY, COL. 
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BLANCO, TOLD EMBOPF OCT 29 THAT SITUATION IN SAHARA ITSELF 
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AND ON DIPLOMATIC FRONT HAD REACHED HYPERCRITICAL STAGE. 
(EMBOEE HAD WAITED EOR ONE-HALE HOUR TO SEE BLANCO WHO 
SUBSEQUENTLY SAID THAT HE HAD RECEIVED TWO SAHARAN "CORTES " 
DEPUTIES WHO PLEADED WITH HIM TO PROTECT SAHARAN POPULATION 
PROM REARED MOROCCAN TAKEOVER.) BLANCO DESCRIBED SITUATION 
IN SAHARA AS TENSE REQUIRING CURPEW IMPOSED OCT 28. 

3. BLANCO REPORTED THAT UNSYG WALDHEIM HAD BROUGHT SEVERAL 
IDEAS EOR RESOLUTION OP PROBLEM BUT, LIKE OTHERS ALREADY 
DISCUSSED WITH MOROCCANS, THEY RAN UP AGAINST KING HASSAN'S 
INTRANSIGENCE AND FIXATIONSWITH DOING AHEAD WITH THE GREEN 
MARCH. HE CHALLENGED WHAT HE SAID WAS HASSAN'S ALLEGATION 
THAT THE MARCH COULD NOT BE STOPPED. BLANCO SAID THAT IT 
COULD BE STOPPED BY CONTROLLING LOGISTICS AND BY NORMAL 
MILITARY/POLIC CONTROLS. HE AND SPANISH MIT, IT ARY OFPICERS 
HAD TALKED WITH COL. DLIMI, THE COMMANDER OF THE SOUTHERN 
REGION DURING PORMIN LARAKI'S VISIT OCT 27-28, AND THEY 
GATHERED THAT IT WAS QUITE FEASIBLE TO STOP THE MARCH. 

(BLANCO, THE PORMER DIRECTOR GENERAL OP SECURITY, IS A 
LONGTIME PRIEND OP DLIMI.) 

4. ACCORDING TO BLANCO, THE MARCH HAS TO BE STOPPED TO 
AVOID A BLOODBATH. GOS, HE SAID, WAS IN SAME POSITION AS 
PRANCE AT TIME OP THE DECOLONIZATION OP TUNISIA. WHEN 
BOURGUIBA INADVISEDLY TRIED TO MARCH INTO BIZERTE, THE 
PRENCH PIRED ON THE MARCHERS, KILLING MANY. IT WOULD BE 
WORSE IN THE SAHARA, HE ADDED, BECAUSE MOROCCAN TROOPS WOULD 
INTERVENE WHICH IN TURN WOULD DRAW IN ALGERIANS IN SUPPORT 

OP P POLISARIO AND SPANISH POSITION OPPOSING OUTRIGHT 
MOROCCAN ANNEXATION. ANTI-COMMUNIST SPAIN, HE SAID, WOULD 
END UP ON ALGERIA'S SIDE IN SUPPORT OP THE CREATION OP A 
NEW RADICAL STATE. 

5. GOS, BLANCO SAID, WAS PREPARED TO HAVE MOROCCO TAKE 
OVER THE SAHARA, "BUT NOT IN THE WAY HASSAN HAS GONE ABOUT 
IT." HASSAN HAS NOT ONLY PLAUNTED ALL UN RESOLUTIONS, AN 
ICJ ADVISORY OPINION, AND OTHER SUGGESTIONS, HE ADDED, BUT 
ALSO PLACED SPAIN IN A UNTENABLE POSITION. AT SOME POINT, 

SPAIN WOULD HAVE TO STAND ITS GROUND; IF IT MEANT DEFENDING 
SAHARANS PROM THE CHAOS WHICH WOULD COME ABOUT WITH A DIS- 
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ORGAINZED MOROCCAN OCCUPATION OP EL AIUUN, THEN SPAIN WOULD 
"USE MINEPIELDS AND ARTILLER TO STOP THE MARCH." 

6. ACCORDING TO BLANCO, GOS WAS COMPLETELY "DISGUSTED WITH 
COURSE OP DIPLOMATIC TALKS WITH MOROCCO." BLANCO OPINED 
THAT WHATEVER THE US HAD DONE IN RABAT TO PERSUADE HADDTTLOO 
RESOLVE THE ISSUE THROUGH DIPLOMACY WAS NOT ENOUGH. HASSAN, 
HE SAID, HAD TO BE MADE TO UNDERSTAND THAT HE COULD NOT 
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ANNEX THE SAHARA IN COMPLETE DISREGARD OE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY AND THE THREAT TO PEACE POSED BY THE MARCH. EMBOEE 
REITERATED OUR NEUTRAL STANCE AND OUR HOPE EOR A PEACEEUL, 

SATISFACTORY OUTCOME. 

STABLER 
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